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OFFICE OF ENERGY — FEED-IN TARIFF FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 

490. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) When did the Office of Energy deliver its report into the feasibility of a feed-in tariff for non-residential 
customers to government and what did it cost to produce?  

(2) What were the conclusions of the report?  

(3) Will the minister make public this and the Office of Energy review into the residential feed-in tariff; 
and, if not, why not?  

(4) Given the Electricity Industry (Licence Conditions) Regulations 2005 do not make a distinction 
between various types of customer, why does Synergy not apply the renewable energy buyback scheme 
rate to commercial customers with renewable energy systems?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The report was delivered on 9 September 2010. The cost included Office of Energy staff time at 
$67 500 on a consultancy report on the impacts of a commercial feed-in tariff in Western Australia.  

(2) The Office of Energy report and its conclusions is a cabinet-in-confidence document.  

(3) No. The Office of Energy report is a cabinet-in-confidence document. However, I would be happy to 
release the consultancy report once cabinet has considered the matter.  

(4) The Electricity Industry (Licence Conditions) Regulations 2005 define an eligible customer as — 

(a) a residential customer who consumes not more than 50 megawatt hours of electricity per 
annum;  

(b) a customer that is a school, university or other institution; or  

(c) a customer that is a non-profit making organisation.  

While Synergy is currently prepared to offer the renewable energy buyback scheme to only these 
customers, I have asked the Office of Energy to advise me on the implementation of the national 
principles for feed-in tariffs, which will enable all small businesses to receive a fair and reasonable rate 
for energy exported from the grid from the small renewable energy system. 

 


